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HE following DissxRT Ar ro is pub- 

liſhed with a view of its being ſer- 
viceable to the Jew, the DE Is T, and the 
CHRISTIAN, The former acknowleges the 
authority of the Scriptures which foretell the 
Mxssr An. The latter confeſſes alſo the ac- 
compliſpment of thoſe Scriptures, in the per- 


Mien ak Jes, The other believes neither. 
To each of theſe Daniel's prediction of the 


WE s, if rationally explained, and impar- 
tially attended to, may perhaps be of uſe. 
The Jew may from thence be convinced that 


Y Jesvs, notwithſtanding his ſufferings, was the 


MesiAar. The, Chriſtian will be confirmed 


in this faith. And the Deiſt, if open to 


conviction, may be led to acknowlege, that 
THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS Is THE sPI- 
RIT OF PROPHESY4 
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DISSERTATION 
ON THE | 


SEVEN Tx Weeks, 


THE great evidences to the truth bf - 
ad Chriſtianity, are PROPHESIES and 
MIRACLES, The miracles which 
. * wrought are unqueſtionable proofs, 
that he was a TEACHER SENT FROM GOD. 
And the propheſies fulfilled in JESUS are no 
leſs proofs, that he was the Mss1 AH FoRE= 
10 to be ſent, in due time, into the 
world. For if Jesvs did the works which no 
man ever did, and if be fulfilled the law and 
the prophets, which 10 other man did ; What 
pretenſe can the Jew and the Deiſt have for 
diſputing his AuTHORITY or his Mxsszan- I 
SHIP? _ | 
Propheſies are not neceſlat cent to a 
divine commiſſion. For who propheſied of 
Moss? And yet his authority was ſuffi- 
ciently eſtabliſhed by miracles. But JIxsus 
offered himſelf to the world as the Meſiab 
Foretuld by Moſes and the prophets. He muſt 


Win neceſfarily 1 to the evidence 
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of propheſy. Miracles alone would be, in his 
caſe, inſufficient. For if he did not anſwer 
to the characters of the Mefliah given by the 
prophets, all his miracles could never ore 
him to be the Meſſiah. | 

Ir is therefote incumbent on the rational 
advocate for Chriſtianity to ſhew the com- 
pletion of the Messi AH. character in the per- 
ſon of JIxsus. With this view I have un- 
dertaken an explanation of a very important 
prediction ;---ſo important indeed! as to have 
engaged the beſt ſervices of every cordial 
friend, and to have undergone the ſevereſt 
examination from every the moſt bitter ene- 
my to the goſpel. I have endeavoured, with 
the ſtricteſt impartiality, to find out its true 
meaning. And I now offer the reſult of my 
inquiry as an Ess A towards ſtrengthening 
the argument from PROPH ESY for the truth 
of Chriſtianity, | 

The prophely---properly tranſlated---ſtands 
thus. 
© SpyENTY Weeks are determined upon thy 
<< people and upon thy holy city, for reſtrain- 
« ing THE EVIL ONE, and for filling up 
e fins, for making reconciliation for iniquity, 
% and for bringing in everlaſting juſtification, 
and for ſealing up the viſion and propheſy, 
* and for ano;nting THE MoST HOLY, 

Know therefore and underſtand, that 
« from the going forth of a commandment 
c torebuild Jeruſalem unto the anointed prince 
* ſhall be sEvEN' weeks and sixr v-Two 
© peel. « And 
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et And in the /izzle (period) of thoſe times 
_ it ſhall be rebuilt, 14 ſtreet, and the foſſe. 
* And in the /attter days of thoſe fixty-two 
« weeks the anbinted thall be cut off · but | 
<* not (by). his o m. 
And the people of the prince that ſhall 
"rome ſhall overthrow the city and the ſanc- 
e tuary, and the end thereof ſhall be with a 
* flood; and at the end of the war deſola- 
« tions are determined. 

e And he ſhall cauſe a covenant to dal 
* with many (or, with a/ nations). 

& Ons week.---And in half of bat week 
ce he ſhall cauſe the facrifice and the oblation 
e to ceaſe; for with a wing (an army) of 
« abominations he ſhall cauſe deſalation, Even 
« until the conſummation, and th 
e mined ſhall be poured upon the deſolator,” | 
DANIEL ix. 24-=-7. 


PREVTOUS Ua ict 


8 5 Theſe weeks are to be reckoned in 4a 
continued ſeries, without any interruption. 
The whole chain reaches through ſeventy fuc- 
ceſſive weeks; and its ſeveral parts, accord- 
ding to the angel's diviſion, are ſever weeks, | 
ſixty-two weeks, and one week. 

2. By weeks are here to be ta: 
agrecably to the prophetic ſtyle, weeks of 
_ years, The whole ſum then of ſeventy « weeks 
will be 490 years; and the ſeparate parts will 


be 49 years, 434 years, and 7" N 
A 3. The 
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3. The propheſy ſpeaks of one, and but 
one, Mefliah throughout. The moſt holy. to be 
anointed is afterwards called the ly 
prince, the anointed who is to be cut off, the 
covenanter with all nations, the prince that 


Hall come, whoſe people ſhall overthrow the 


city and the ſanctuary, cauſe the temple-ſer- 
vice to ceaſe, and make the land itſelf an utter 
deſfolation, 

4. The end of Jeruſolen' is the end of the 


weeks. 


Theſe obſervations are fo clearly contained 
in the propheſy, that I ſhall conſider them as 
firſt principles, and freely ſet aſide every opi- 
nion that contradicts any one of them, 

I ſhall now proceed to conſider the ſeve- 
ral particulars of this remarkable propheſy 
diſtinctly. | 

« Seventy weeks are determ ined upon thy 
<« people, and upon thy holy city.“ This. is 
the utmoſt ſpace of — allotted in the de- 
crees of heaven for the exiſtence of the city 
and people of Feruſalem. Within that pe- 
riod all the circumſtances here predicted ſhall | 
come to paſs. The ſcene opens with the 
reſtoration of Jeruſalem, and cloſes with her 
deſtrucion, 

The things in general to be brought about 
within the compaſs of the weeks are theſe. 
« THE wicked one  (Ha-PeSHaNG). is to 
be reſtrained.” This is the known title of 
Satan, So he 1 ls called throu ghout the 150 


On the eee WàEkES. 5 


And was not wa n OY 8 for 
this very pur that might deſtroy the 
works f 5 es} ? Was 851 Jeſus 2 off, 
that through death be might defiroy bim who 
had the power of death? Heb. ii, 14. Now, 
ſays our Saviour, N of his paſſion, ſhall 
the prince of this world be caſt out. John xii, 
31. And again, when the diſciples 8 him, 
that even the devils were ſubject unto them 
through his name, he replies, I beheld Satan 
as lightning fall "from heaven, Luke x. 18, 
I ſhall only obſerve farther, that as Satan is 
here evidently pointed at by the angel, ſo his 
being deſcribed under the character of THE 
WICKED ONE makes a fine contraſt to the 
Maſiab, who is afterwards emphaticall y ſtyled 
THE MOST HOLY, 

« Por filling up fins.” Here are two read- 
ings, occaſioned by the ſimilitude of two | 
letters in the original : But, take which of 
them you pleaſe, the ſenſe is the ſame; ; 
to fill up fins. And at the time foretold 
the fins of the Jewiſh nation were at their 
height. Hll ye up then the meaſure of your 
fathers, ſaid Jeſus to the unbelieving Phariſees. 
Mat. xxili. 32. Accordingly they proceeded 
to fill it up in a few days after by crucifying 
the lord of life. Hence St. Paul deſcribes 
them as perſons who both killed the hor e 
and their own prophets, and perſecuted the 
apoſtles; as diſpleaſing to God, and contra 
to all TD filling up their fins 1 Theſf, ii. 
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4 Fer makjng reconciliation. far iniquity.” 
This was ſo diſtipguiſhing a. part in the cha- 


raster of. the Mejiab, that he is ſtyled by the 
antient Jews EISH CoPHcR, the man of 


propitiation, or the alouement- maler. T/aiab 
had before deſcribed him as a lamb braugbt to 
the ſlaughter, making bis life an 7 for 
In, and bearing the. iniquities of all, Iii. 1 


12. And who has looked into the goſpel, and 


Has not there beholden ffs the lamb of God, 
the propitiation for the ſins of the world? _ 
Juſtification is the conſequence of atane- 


ment. It tlierefore immediately follows - 
* and for bringing in everlaſting juſtification,” 


Be it known unto you, men and brethren, 
(days the apoſtle, in his ſpirited addreſs to the 
Jews at Antioch) that Zhrough this. (Feſus) is 

reached, unto you the forgiveneſs of fins, .and 
55 bim all that believe are juſtified from all 
1 7 hag Adis xiii. 39. The angel ſtyles this 
juſtification ever/a uſing, or the juſtification of 


ages, in oppoſition to legal juſtification, which 


was only ten porary, and confined to the Few:/h 
age. Whereas the juſtification to be brought 
in by the death and reſurtection of the Me/- 
fiah is, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, everlafling, being 

intended tor the benefit of all ages, and being 
itſelf, like its divine author, the ſame yeſter- 
day, and to-day, and for ever. Hence the 
blood of Jeſus, he lamb flain from the foun- 
dation of the world, is called the blood of the 
everlaſting covenant, Heb. xiii, 20, And in 


this ſenſe I underſtand that remarkable ex- 


preſſion | 
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preſſion in the ſame epiſtle; where St, Paul, 
oppoſing the facrifice of Jeſus to the legal 
oblations, ſays, If the ood of bulls and of 
goats ſanctifieth to the purifying of the feſb, 
how much more ſhall the S of CHRIST, 
| who d mrvpares 10 (not through the eter- 
nal ſpirit, meaning his own divinity, or the 
Holy Ghoſt, but) with an eternal ſþi- 
rit (power or efficacy) offered himſelf without 
ſpot to God, purge your conſcience from dead 
EE TEETER 
Fr ſealing up viſion and propheſy.” 
Viſion'and propheſy are here faid to be ſealed 
in the days of the Meſſiah, becauſe in him 
they were to receive their completion, The 
Jews themſelves underſtand the words in this 
ſenſe. All the prophefies ſhall be fulfilled at the 
coming of. the Meſiah, Now he who claimed 
the Meſſiahſhip declared, that he came to fulfil 
the law and the prophets, Mat. v. 17. And 
whoever impartially conſiders the ſeveral ty 
and propheſies relating to the Męſiab, will 
find that they all meet in Jeſas, by a won- 
derful coincidence, like different rays in the 
ſame center.. e 
e And for anointing the moſt holy.” The 
perſon who delivered this propheſy concerning 
the Meſiah was the angel Gabriel. And the 
ſame divine meſſenger, when he was predict - 


ing the birth of Feſu: to his virgin- mother, 


expreſsly ſtyles him THE HOLY ONE; and 
ſays, He ſhall be great, and ſhall be called the 
Son of the higheſt ; and the Lord God ſhall give 
e A 4 unto 
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unto Bim the THRONE of. his Father . 
and be ſhall xx IGN over the houſe of Facob for 
ever, and of his KING DON there foal, be no 
end. Luke i. 32-==5. 

The angel now goes on to inform us of the 
time and manner, in which theſe Seat Events 
ane to be accomp plied. | 

ce 'Know 2 and underſtand, chat 
ce from. the going forth of a commandment 7a 
te rebuild Feruſalem unto the anointed prince 
e ſhall be ſeven weeks and ſouty-two weeks,” 
The commencement of theſe weeks is the great 
point in diſpute, Various are the aſſertions, 


arguments, demonſtrations of the celebrated 
Writers on the ſubject. | Where then ſhall we 


fix ? Or what is that preciſe point of time 
intended by the propheſy? Naw, with lea ve 
of the Chronologers, the reſolution of this 
queſtion is not very difficult. For if vou 
bring the ſeveral opinions to the teſt of dhe 


foregoing rules, you will at once diſcover both 


the falſe dates and the true one, _ 
The firſt hypotheſis (for we will take 
each in its order) is that of Mr. CoLLins, 


who begins the ſeventy weeks from God's 
promiſe, word, or commandment to Jeremiah 


in the fourib year of Tehoiakim, and ends 
them with the cleanſing of the temple under 
Judas Maccabeus - for no other reaſon, as I 
can fee, but becauſe it may be © out of di/- 
e pute, that they expired befare the birth 2 


40 E. * Nhe Sc. p. Na 


Now 
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Now this Gentleman's conceit is no leſs 
inconſiſtent with his own principles, than 
with thoſe of the prophet. Seventy weeks 

* are cut or ſhortened, that is, as he himſelf 
after Hardyin explains it, the [ſeven weeks 
N 1 the ſixty- tuo weeks have each the ſame 
te gpoch, the fourth of Feloiakim. From 
« 1 to the firſt of Grus there are ſeven | 
© weeks or 49 years. And from the 
* date to the year in which Judas Marca- 
* haus cleanſed the temple, and reſtored the 
*© worſhip of the Jews, there are fty-three 
* weeks 0 by the help of the odd one] or 441 
e years, Which added together make ſeventy 
te weeks or 490 years. P. 165—19 1. 
But, Great Arithmetician and Chronologer! 
if theſe weeks are once cut or ſbortened to 
ſexty-three, by what art and management will 
you be able to fretch them again to their ori- 
—_— ſyſtem of 1breeſcore and ten? If the 
ſeven weeks and the faxty-two weeks have each 
the /ame epoch, how can they be added toge- 
ther to make up ſeventy? No otherwiſe, 
than by making the weeks concurrent ny 
ſucceſſive at the ſame time. 4 5 
LicHTFooT appears next, and zeckans 
from the firſt of Cyrus, who at that time 
granted a decree to rebuild Jeruſalem, 10 7h? 
death of - Chriſt 490 years. And he fays, 
Il needeth as little to confirm it, as to tell 
4 that ſeventy times ſeven is four bundred _ 15 
by nina" Val. I, . ys” 


WH 
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But, . as the Doctor himſelf might | 
be ot the ſtability of his ſyſtem, I make no 
ſeruple of diſcarding it as inconſiſtent with the 
laſt obſervation, which places the end of the 
weeks almoſt fort y years beyond the death of 
Chriſt. | Beſides, Cyrus's decree was granted 
in the year of the Julian period 4178. Our 
Saviour ſuffered in the year of that period 
4746. So that there needeth no more to con- 
ute the learned writer's notion, than to tell 
hom many years 568 exceed 4990. 
The third opinion is that of my learned 


xighbour, Mr. Jacxgn. © The famous 


4 prophtly of Daniel's ſeventy weeks, or 490 
years, to the baptiſm and preaching” of the 
C Meſſiah (Dan. ix. 24.) commenced in the 
« reign of | Xerxes, as Foſephus aſſures us, and 


£4 in the twentieth year of his reign, as we 


< are told in Nebemiab, ch. ii. 1.“ re 
eg Antiguities, Vol. 1. p. 454. 

Here I might fafely leave the * to 4 
own aſtoniſhment. But, as Mr. Fach ſon is 
ſtill living and able to anſwer for himſelf, it 
may be thought but a decent compliment to 
his age and learning to give ſome reaſon for 


rejecting his opinion. 


Daniel's weeks, ſays be, commend in 
ee the reign of Xerxes, as Toſe pbus aſſures us,” 
One is almoſt at a.loſs for the true meaning 
of this paſſage. The author ſeems to mean, 
that the Seventy weeks | began, according to 
Joſephus, in the reign of Xerxes. But Joſe- 


phos 3 is quite ſilent about the commencement 
of 


0 q * 
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of the weeks. And unleſs Mr. Fackſon-could 


have offered ſomething more ſatisfactory on 
the ſubject, he had better have been ſilent tos. 
He mſt therefore mean, that the Artu- 
xerxes, in whoſe reign he ſuppoſes the ge- 
venty weeks to have commenced; was Nerwes, 
as Joſepbus aſſures us. But might not Jo- : 
as be miſtaken? - I am ſorry: to ob- 
ſerve, that Mr. Jackſon: himſelf ſeems to 
have been aware of the miſtake, and willing 
to hide it from the reader. Far, without 
directiug us to the paſſage -in-Foſephus, he 
only mentions him as aſſuring us, that the 
Scriptu re- Artaxerxes was Xerxes; thou gh he 
is extremely careful in referring us to the very 
chapter and verſe where Nebemiab ſpeaks of 
the year of the reign ; the authority of 
Seripture ſerving his purpoſe in-one Caſe, as 
that of Joſephus does in the other. Now here 
is a variation, of great.conſequence in the p 
ſent diſpute, between Nehemiah and Fofe bus 
concerning the year when thisdecree was grant- 
ed. One ſays, in the TWENTIETH,.the other 
in the TWENTY-FIFTH year, IIEMIITON 
XX8 \E6X050V ETO5, P-. 486. b. 7. Ed. Hud. Why 
did not Mr. Jackſon acquaint us with this dif- 
ference, or at leaſt direct us to the place 
where it was to be found? Why all this ſe- 


creſy? Why ? Becauſe, other wile, the reader 


would have been led to ſuſpect, that, if Jo- 
ſephus was miſtaken in the year of the reign, 
he might be miſtaken in the reign too. Nay, 
the reader muſt then have ſeen, that Joſephus 

TOE 
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actually was miſtaken in the reign, For if 
the prince, who granted the decree to Nebe- 
miab, reigned FIVE and twenty years, as Jo- 
fepbus aſſures us, How could he poſſibly be 
Xerxes who reigned only twenty-one, includ- 
Ing feven months belonging to Artabanus? 
And for the ſame reaſon we are equally ſure, 
that Xerwes could not be the Scripture-Arta- 


crerres, becauſe Nebemiab twice mentions the 
THIN TY-sEcOND year of his reign. ch. v. 


14. and xiii. 6. What excuſe or apology 
our author will make for the error of Fo/e- 
Phus, I know not. Sure I am he can make 
none for his own, as he had, at the very time 


of writing, both Prolemy and Nebemiab open 


before him. | ll 

The fourth opinion places the end of the 
weeks af the death of Chrift, and conſe- 
quently their begining in the ſeventh year of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, Here we find our- 
ſelves under the diſagreeable neceſſity of di- 
viding from thoſe, with whom we moſt with 
to have been united. But we muſt not make 
a compliment of our underſtanding and of 
the truth to Names (be they ever ſo many) 
or to Authorities (be they. ever fo great) in 
things pertaining to God. We will therefore 
ſo far preſume as to reject this ſcheme alfo, 
though NewTaonN himſelf has given his 
r ot dn dp ans a6ce 

By joining the accompliſhment of the 
t viſion with the expration of fins, the 490 
« years,” ſays this incomparable man, are 
: ended 


- 
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cc ended with the death of Cbriſt. [ Obſerva- 
tions, &c. p. 130.] Now every unpreju- 
diced reader muſt be convinced, that the viſion 
is. not accompliſbed, the wee ks are not ended, 
but with the deſtruction of Feruſalem. The 
angel ſays. expreſsly, In half. of THAT week: 
Ha-SHaBUNG, the Meſſiah ſhall cauſe. — 
ſacriſice and oblation To. ct Ask, that ts, as 
the great writer himſelf explains it, 2 he” 
dar of the Romans upon the Feus. p. 136. 
my ſays indeed, In half A week, as 1 i was 

o part of the ſeventy weeks. But the He- 
bibs literally ſays THAT week, and THAT: 
week was the SEVENTIETH. 

Nor is his begining of the wee bs leſs in- 
conſiſtent with the deſign of the propheſy 
than his end of them. The diſperſed eus 

ce became a people and a city when they firſt 
« returned into a polity or body politic; — this 
c vas in the ſeventh year of Artaxerxes Lon 
” inen, when Ezra returned with a body 

&« of Jews from captivity, and revived the Tem- 
ce 1% worſhip, and by the king's commiſſion 
* created magiſtrates in all the land, to judge 

and govern the people according to the 
© laws of God and the king.” p. 131. But 
ſurely this Hgurative un can have 
no place here. When the ay heſy was deli- 
vered Jeruſalem lay in ruins; the city and the 
temple were deſtroyed. Daniel — for 
the reſtoration of both. Let thine anger and 


| thy fury be turned. away from thy e ER. 
SAL . „ Hoy holy SOLAR; and Oſt thy foes . 
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70 ſhine upon thy ANCTVaRY that is 2 


LATE for the Loxo the Meſtab] s 15 
His prayer was heared. At tlie d 
his ſupplication the commandment Se. 


forth, and Gabriel was ſent to tell him. 
Know therefore and underſtand, that from the 


going forth of the commandment to REBUILD 
Jeruſalem.— in a literal ſenſe unqueſtionably 
unt Meffiah the prince ſhall be ſeven weeks 
and fixty-two weeks, Beſides, at the end of 
the weeks Jeruſalem is to be defroyed-<<-in a 
literal ſenſe. And therefore at the begining 
of the weeks it muſt be 51 f in a litera ſenſe 
too. 

The learned writer eme to have wth led: 
into the miſtake by an ambiguous expreſſion ' 


in the original. From the going forth of the 


commandment To CAUSE TO RETURN (fo he 
chuſes to tranſlate it) and to build Feruſalem. 


by from captivity, Zerubbabels and Ezra's; in 
<< Zerubbabel's they had only commiſſion” to 
«, build the temple, in Ezra's they ft be- 
* came a polity or city by a government of 
« their own,” P. 131. Here, you fee, it is 
taken for granted, that the weeks are to be 
reckoned from ſome return fron captivity, 


Now, fays he, * there were but #0 returns 


$1 


But the original, as I obſerved, is ambiguous ; 35 


and the word return may, accordi to the 
genius of the Hebrew language whic has no 


compounds, be added to the following verb 


build, to denote a return or repetition of the 


action. Thus in this very propheſy, Feruſalem - 
ſhall 
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ſpall return and be built, that is, "rebuilt; dor 
built. AGAIN, as our own tranſlators render it. 
And thus the paſſage in queſtion is tranſlated 
in the margin; 70 build AG Ain Jeruſalem. 
In ſhort, the Hebrew word ſignifies ſimply a 
return, either of perſons to a former place, or 
of things to their former late and condition. 
So that unleſs the word in the paſſage before 
us neceſſarily ſignifies @ return from captivity, 
there can be no pretenſe for dating the weeks 
at iht return.of: EH ..... 
Biſhop LLOVD was an accompliſhed Di- 
vine and an eminent Chronologer, and, it is 
ſaid, could read propheſy as well as he could 
read hiſtory. He was ſenſible, that the 
Seventy weeks could not rightly begin but 
with a command: to rebuild Jeruſalem, nor 
end but at the deſtruction of it. So far he 
was right. But then, ſuppoſing that the pro- 
pheſy had fixed che death of Chrift at the end 
of fixty-nine weeks, or 483 years, (for this is 
* the mewrov 4eudec, the very foundation of error 
in all their ſchemes) he placed their begining 
IDE 5 = in 
* All the writers on Chriſt's pa/for have preſſed this pro- 
pheſy into their ſervice to ſettle the time of it. Whereas it 
ſpeciſies no particular time for the Meſſiah's death, but places 
it at large in the after-part or latter days of the ſecond period. 


So that if Jeſus had ſuffered either on the 4a day of that pe- 
riod, or on the day after the middle of it, or on any other = E 


between the middle and the end, this part of the proph 
would have been equally fulfilled. In ſhort, we muſt reckon © 
the prophetic weeks, as we read Hebrew, backwards. The 
event will aſcertain the true meaning of the prediction, and 
fix the year of the paſſion with ſufficient exactneſs. And as 
certainly as the end of Jeruſalem is the end of the weeks, 


ſo 
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in the #wentzeth. year of Artaxerxes Longi- 
manus, and conſequently was obliged to po. 
one the ſeventieth, as a ſingle week, or a Week 
by 1tſelf,” till it was called for to take its place 
(after an interruption of four weeks) at the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem. POD 
Strange and unreaſonable as this invention 
apparently is, it has had the good fortune to 
thrive in the world; and Mr. Beprorp 
thinks it is ſufficient to ſay, in its defenſe, 
4 That the propheſy is SO explained by our 

| « bleſſed Saviour, the greateſt commentator 
N &* in the world.” | Scripture Chronology, - p. 
514. $26.] What! Does our Saviour ſay 
£1 - any thing about the intruders? Does he 
break the ſucceſſion of the weeks, and place 
the /eventieth----I know not where at I 
know not what diſtance from the ſixty-nintb? 
How then can it be ſaid, That he SO explains - 
the propheſy; No; he only ſays, what Daniel 
had ſaid ſo long before, that the end of Je- 
ruſalem is the end of the weeks. And thus, 
by giving us only the end of the weeks, he 


has 


i ſo certain is it, that our Saviour neither did nor could ſuffer 
in the /ixty=ninth or Jeventieth., © + ot \ 
Another cauſe of error in theſe writers is their ſuppoſing, 
that according to the propheſy the Meſliah-wwas to come BEFORE | 
he duas CUT OFF, But, ſtrange as it may ſeem! he was to 
be cut off BEFORE HE CAME. Nor is there any myſtery in 
this. For the coming here intended is not his coming in a 
prophetic, or ſacerdotal, but in a regal capatity. Unto Meffiah 
THE PRINCE, ſays the text. Now the kingdom being given 
him in conſequence of his ſuffetings, he muſt neceſlarily be 
cut off before he could come (to uſe his own expreſſion) in bis © 
kingdom. He mutt firſt ſuffer, and then enter into his glory. 


— 
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Has left us to ourſelves, under the direction 
of common ſenſe, to find out their begining, 
Reckon then from the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem in the ſecond year of VES ASIAN to the 
zeond or third of DAR Ius Nor us, and 
you will find tlie interval to be 490, * or 
thereabouts; for exactneſs of computation is 
not in this caſe to be expected, and perhaps is 
hardly poſſible. I will now endeavour to 
eſtabliſh the certainty of reconing the weeks 
from the reign of this Darius; only premiſing, 
that this was SCALIGER's opinion, and that 
it was the opinion of our own countryman 
Mr. MEzDpe, who, ſomebody ſays, was divinely 
inſpired to explain the propheſies. 

The DATE of the weeks is From the going 
forth of A commandment to REBUILD JERU- 
SALEM, Such was the commandment of 
God in the ſecond year of Darius. Thus 
faith the Lord of bolts, Go up to the mountain, 
and bring wood, and BUILD THE HOUSE, 
Haggui i. 1---8. Such alſo was the com- 
mandment of Darius himſelf in the following 
wear, Let the governor of the eus, and the 
elders of the Jews, BUILD THIS HousE of 
God in his place. Ezra vi. 7. And where 
will you find ſo noble an Epoch for the Weeks 
as the going forth of a commandment to RE- 
BUILD THE HOUSE OF Gop, the principal 

"1d. Part 


* The ſecond year of Darius U. | Jeruſalem was 
Was the year of the Jal. Per, ee Jul. Per, 
8 — 478; 


The W 4293 
N. B. The Weeks begin and end in — 
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part of Jeruſalem, the very part from which 
it received its denomination of he HOLY city? 
Now it we compare the Scripture-account of 
the Perſian kings with Prolemy's canon, we 
ſhall find that this DAR1ius was Nor HUs. 
A ſeries of Perſian kings according to 
Ezra and Ptolemy. 


Cyrus ————— Cyrus 

— — Cambyſes 
B25 e 
Darius — Darius Hy/taſpis 
Ahaſuerus . Xerxes en 
Artaxerxes Artaxerxes Longimanus 


Darius ——— — Darius II. or Notrbus 
Artaxerxes Artaxerxes II. or Manemon 
Here you may obſerve, that the kings in 
Scripture anſwer exactly to thoſe in the canon, 
ſo that there can be no juſt room for contro- 
EE verſy. 
* Ezra tells us, that the people of the land weakened the 
F hands of the people of Judah, and troubled them in build- 
ing, and hired counſellors againſt them, 10 fruſtrate their pur- 
poſe, all the days of Cyrus king of Perſia, Ax p until [and 
during] the reign of Darivs FHyſtaſpis) king of Perfia. 
And in the reign of Anasutrvus [or Xerxes] in the begining 
of his reign, wrote they unto him an accuſation againſt. the in- 
habitants of Judah and Jeruſalem. And in the days of Ax A- 
XERXES [ Longimanus] wrote they unto Artaxerxes king of 
Perſia, who publiſhed a decree zo cauſe the work to ceaſe. In 
conſequence of this decree the Samaritan officers went up in 
haſte to Jerufalem, and made the Fews to ceaſe by force and 
power. Then ceaſed the work of the houſe of God. So it 
| | ceaſed unto the ſecond year of the reign of DAR Ius [Nothus] 
it Ch. iv. 4---24- But then the Jews builded, and proſpered 
H through the propheſying of Haggai and Zechariah ; and they 
builded and finiſhed it according to the commandment of the 
God of Iſrael, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, 
and Darius [Nothus] and ArTaxEeRxes [Memes] king of 
Perſia, Che vi. 14. | 
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On the SEVENTY Weeks, 19 
verſy. The ſacred writer does not indeed ex- 
preſsly mention Cambyſes and Smerdis. But 
then he plainly intimates ſome omiſſion. The 
Samaritans, he tays, 'bired counſellors againſt 
the Jews to fruſtrate their purpoſe all' the days 
of Cyrus, AND until (or, if you chuſe the 
common tranſlation, even until) the reign of 
Darius, According to Ptolemy Xerxes comes 
immediately after Darius Hyſtaſpis. Abaſuerus 
has the ſame place in Ezra. If you have any 
doubt that Abaſuerus was Xerxes, let the pro- 
phet Daniel clear it up. He fays, ſpeaking 
in the reign of Cyrus, Behold, there ſhall ſtand 
zep yet three kings in Perfia, and the FOURTH 

all be far RICHER than they all. xi. 2, This 
is confeſſedly Xerxes, And does not the au- 
thor of the book of E/her plainly point at 
the ſame Xerxes, the richeſt of all, when he 
ſays, This Abaſuerus reigned from INDIA even 
unto ETHIOPIA, Over d HUNDRED AND 
SEVEN AND TWENTY Provinces. i. 1. And 
again, ver. 4. He ſbewed unto all the nobles 
and princes of the provinces, during a feſtival 
f a hundred and fourſcore days, THE RICHES 
of his glorious kingdom. Nothing can be more 
characteriſtic of the man; for, as Juſtin re- 
marks of him, If you conſider this king, 
vou may praiſe his riches not the general; 
of which he had fo great abundance in his 
kingdom, that when rivers were dried up 
* by his armies, yet his wealth remained un- 
* exhauſted,” B. II. Ch. 10. The order too 
helps to confirm the identity, For the e 

B 2 5 0 
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of all the kings was to be the fourth after 
Cyrus. And does not Abaſuerus as well as 

Xerxes ſtand at that diſtance from him? 
Prideaux, it. muſt be confeſſed, by the help 
of this very text in Daniel has drawn a dif- 
ferent concluſion. © According to this place 
of Scripture there were between Cyrus and 
Xerxes three kings in Perſia, Theſe were 
1. Cambyſes, 2. Smerdis the Magian, and 
3. Darius Hyſtaſpis. And therefore ſince 
the Scripture doth name in the ſame order 
after Cyrus 1. Abaſuerus, 2. Artaxerxes, 
and 3. Darius, no doubt they were the ſame 
< perſons.” Con. Vol. 1. p. 27 5. 8vo. But 
here the learned connector has impoſed upon 
the reader, and perhaps upon himſelf. For 
moſt certainly, according to Ezra, Abaſuerus 
and Artaxerxes immediately follow ſome Da- 
rius, and are immediately followed by ano- 
ther. Conſequently they cannot be Cambyſes 
and Smerdis, but muſt neceſſarily be Xerxes 
and Artaxerxes Longimanus. The truth is, 
Prideaux and his adherents have made a 
pleaſant miſtake, and confounded. the firſt 
Darius with the ſecond, whom they will have 
to be the fon of Hyſtaſpes. Whereas, ac- 
cording to the natural courſe of the hiſtory 
and the true ſeries of the kings of Perſia, they 
are two diſtinct perſons, one being Hyſafprs, 
and the other Nothus, 

The caſe then plainly ſtands thus. Cyrus 
| favored the Jews with a decree to rebuild 


their temple, and ordered an allowance _ 
| 7 4 
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of the treaſury to defray the expenſes. 


Ezra vi. 4. But the Samaritans, who were 
enemies to the work, corrupted the officers in 
the Perſian court, and fo prevailed with their 
bribes that the royal bounty was ſtopped, 
during the reigns of Cyrus, Cambyſes, the 
Uſurper, and Darius Hyſtaſpis, A Method, 
which ſerved to fruſtrate the purpoſe of the 


indigent Jews as effectually as if the kings 
_ themſelves had iſſued out their imperial pro- 


hibitions, © | 


When Ahaſuerus, or Xerxes, came to 


the throne, the Samaritans changed their 
ſyſtem, and inſtead of bribing the officers 
they addrefled the king himſelf, and wrote 
an accuſation againſt the inhabitants of Judah 
and Feruſalem, What the articles of this 


accuſation were, and what effect it produced, 


we know not. The hiſtorian only remarks, 
that it was ſent in the begining of the reign 
of Ahaſuerus. It is therefore probable, that 
this accuſation gave way to that more im- 


portant one of Haman againſt the whole body 
of the Jews. Here indeed through the in- 
terpoſition of the queen, & who was a Jewels, + 


they triumphed, and had their full revenge of 


their enemies. This, one would think, was 


the proper ſeaſon for proſecuting the work of 
the houſe of the Lord. But, I know not 


how, the Jews were ever moſt wanting to 


their duty in the days of their proſperity. 
* Han-Eſtris, called ſimply in Scripture Exer. 
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In the time of Artaxerxes Longimanus we 
find an accuſation at large from the Samari- 
tans, together with the king's decree againſt 
the building, which was executed with the 
utmoſt rigor. Then ceafed the work of the 
houſe of God which is at Jeruſalem. So it 
ceaſed unto the ſecond year of Darius {Nothus] 
king of Perſia. That is, it then ceaſed by 
force, as it had before cealed by frratagem, 
unto the reign of Nor Hus. | 

But now the time 1s come when ben, 
the holy city, muſt be built. The accom- 
pliſhment of propheſy depends upon it. No 
wonder therefore if you find God himſelf 
commanding and encouraging the work, de- 
feating the Samaritans, animating the Jews, 
and inclining the hearts of the kings of Perſia 
to protect and aſſiſt them, The Jews, we are 
told, builded, and profpered through the prophe- 
Hing of of Hug gai and Zechariah; and they 
builded. 5 finiſhed according to the command. 
ment of the God of Iſrael, and according to the 
commandment of Cyrus, and Darius ¶Nothus] 
and ARTAXERXES | Mnemon| king of Perſia, 
The bouſe indeed, that is, the mere building, 
was finiſhed in the fixth year of Darius, and 
the feaſt of dedication was kept with great 


joy. But the ornamental part, the beaut:- 


Hing the houſe of the Lord, as Ezra expreſſes 
it, was not finiſhed till the time of 4r7axerxes 
Mnemon; z in the jeventh year of whole reign 
a decree was granted to E274 for that purpoſe. 
Ch, vii. 23, And i in the 7wer:t1eth of Artaxerxes 

another 
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another decree was granted to Nehemiah to 
complete the buildings of the city, which he 
accompliſhed in twelve years. Compare 
MNebem. v. 14. vii. 4. xi. 1.] Thus the firſt 
part of Daniel's propheſy was fulfilled. From 
the going forth of a commandment to rebuild 
Teruſalem unto Meſſiah the prince ſhall be 
SEVEN WEEKS and fixty-two weeks ; and in 
the LITTLE (period) of thoſe times it ſhall be 
rebuilt, the ſtreet, and the foſſe. For from the 
ſecond of Darius Nothus, which was the year 

before Chriſt 422, to the Zh:iriy-/econd of 
Artaxerxes Mnemon, the year before Chriſt 
373, are juſt ſeven weeks or 49 years. 
Prideaux indeed has urged an objection to 
all this from the prophet Haggai. ii. 3. Who 
zs left among you that ſaw this houſe in its firſt 
glory? And how do you ſee it now ? Is it not 
in your eyes in compariſon of it as nothing ? 
This text, ſays the learned writer, does 
e plainly expreſs that ſome were then alive 
e who had ſeen the firſt temple, and well 
«© remembered the beauty and glory of it. 
ce. And therefore if this Darius were Darius 
* Nothus, they muſt have been of an age 
 & beyond belief. For from the eleventh of 
EZedetiab, in which the temple was de- 
© ſtroyed, to the ſecond of Darius Nothus had 
ce paſſed 166 years; and therefore ſuppoſing 
ce thoſe perſons had been then ſeven years old, 
e which is the loweſt that can be allowed for 
C fuch a remembering) they muſt have been 
© of the age of 173 in the ſecond year of 
B 4 “ Darius 
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% Darias Nothus. And who can think. 10 
* likely, that any among the people ſhould 
* then be found of ſo. great an age?” p. 


273,5 4 4. 


In anſwer to which, I EY OO firſt, That 


the Jews are repreſented 3 in Scripture as living, 


at this very time, under an extraordinary pro- 
vidence. And why might not this providence 
be exerted in preſerving ſome few. perſons. 
(for the text intimates but few) who had ſeen 
the ficlt temple, to affiſt at the building of 
the ſecond? Moſes was 120 years old when 
he died; and yet 4:5 eye was not dim, nor his 
natural fore abated, Deut. xxxiv. 7, TO 
what an amazing length then might not his 
life have been extended! if God Rad not or- 


dained that he ſhould die, for the ſins of the 


people, without entering into Canaan, Wha 
now can think it unlikely---when, events cor- 
reſpond fo wonderfully with every part of the 
propheſy---that ſome among the Jews ſhould 
be found of * 10 great an age? Fit be 
marvellous 

o The learned Mr. 8 has told us, in a Chrono- 
logical diſſertation prefixed to his Harmony, that he thinks 
there will be 0 2ifirulty in confating the opinion of Scali- 


„ ger, &c. that the decree for building the, temple was given 
by Darius II. For when the temple was built, there were 


* ſeveral alive who had ſeen the firſt temple in all its glory, 


<« and were capable of comparing the beauty of the twa 
« houſes. From the deſtruction of Solomon's temple to the 
« ſecond of Darius II. was 166 years: And thoſe who could 
% compare the beauty of the two houfes could not, on this 
« ſuppoſition, be well lefs than 180 years of age. From the 
c deſtruction of the temple to the ſecond of Darius I. was 
* only 68 years. And where PROBABILITY and IMPROBA- 


„ BILITY ler /o plæiniy upon the 0 of the diſerem calcu- 


++ lations, 


CI 
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marvellous in the eyes of the people in theſe days, 


ſhould. it alſo be marvellous in mine eyes, ſaith 


the Lord of boſts? Zech. viii. 64. 

STONY T muſt 
Cc lations, 1 think the diftance of time might be admitted as a 
« ſufficient argument to determine a queſtion of this natnre.” 
P« 88S. | 


This, principle is undoubtedly right when rightly applied ; 


but in the preſentcaſe it is nothing to the purpoſe. For what 


is abſolutely ;-:probable under one diſpenſation of providence 


may be highly probable under another. It is therefore ex- 
tremely illogical to argue from the ordinary to the æxtraordi- 
zary adminiſtration. And if we extend this principle to other 


caſes, we ſhall e Praga its impropriety in that 


before us. Suppoſe then that a queſtion ſhould be put, 


Whether Enoch was tranſlated to heaven, or only died an im- 
mature death ? Here experience may be ' urged, with great 
plauſibility, againſt the miracle. And Mr, Pilkington's con- 


futing principle will come in ſeaſonably to aid and aſſiſt the 
ohjection. For where © probability and improbatility appear ſa 


*© plainly upon ihe face of the different opinions — But the 


learned writer, as we ſaid, has miſapplied his principle, and 


therefore we need not be in any pain about the concluſion. 


'The truth is, the experience of thoſe who live under-an ordi- 
nary providence is quite different from that of thoſe who live 


under an extraordinary one. Even the moſt conſtant opera- 
tions of Nature herſelf muſt appear, miraculous ſhall I fay? 
or improbable, to thoſe who are unacquainted with them. 


And the good people who always feel the influence of the 
warmeſt ſun, are apt to ſmile at the credulity of the Northerns 


when they talk of their frozen mountains covered with ice 


and ſnow. Our experience is not theirs. And when men's 
principles are ſo different, their concluſions will naturally be 
ſo too. To return then to the point that occaſioned this long 


note. It is almoſt ſlrictly demonſtrable, that the Weeks can- 


not poſſibly be reckoned from any other date than the reign 
of Darias Nothus. Some few perſons who ſaw the firſt temple 


and the ſecond muſt, on this ſuppoſition, have lived to an 
extreme great age. A circumſtance which would have ſhaken 


our aſſent, had we found it in the hiſtory of a people living 
under an ordinary providence. . But the wonder and the im- 


probability immediately vaniſh, when we conſider that the 
Jews were under an extraordinary one. I ſhall juſt obſerve | 


farther, that another of the learned writer's objections drawn 


from 
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26 A DIsSsERTAT ION 
I muſt obſerve, ſecondly, - and let the ob. 
jectors ſee to the conſequence that if for the 
ſake of this objection the building of the 
temple is placed in the reign of Darius Hyſtaſ- 
pis, we have then uo date at all from whence 
the weeks can poſſibly be reckoned. This 
« propheſy, ſays Prideaux, expreſſes the time 
that was determined upon the people of 
4% Daniel, that is the Jews, and upon the 
te holy city, that is Jeruſalem, the whole of 
e which was ſeventy weeks.” p. 262, 3. Now, 
whatever figurative interpretation this learned 
writer, for the convenience of his hypotheſis, 
might chuſe to put upon the propheſy, I will 
ſo far preſume upon the privilege of common 
fenſe, as to ſuppoſe, that the Jews ceaſed not 
to be a people, nor Jeruſalem to be a city, till 
the time of Yeſpaſian. © The end of the weeks” 
(to borrow the Doctor's method of reaſoning, 
which is very ſimple and ſtrictly logical) 
% being thus fixed, it doth neceſſarily deter- 
« mine us where to place the begining of 
„ them, that is 490 years before.” p. 265. 
It is therefore neceſlarily to be placed in the 
reign of Darius Nothus or- no where. | 
I obſerve, thirdly, what believers will do 
well to conſider, that our Saviour himſelf, the 
only infallible interpreter of Scripture, has 
placed the end of the weeks, and by neceſſary 
05 $ conſe- 


from the great age of Ezra, the ſon of Seraiah who was taken 
when the temple was deftroyed, is founded on a miſtake, 
For the term n frequently ſignifies any remote deſcendent. 

Let this alſo ſuffice as an anſwer to a ſimilar objection of Pri- 

deaux from the ſuppoſed great age of Eliaſbib. 
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conſequence their begining, where we place 
it. When ye ſhall fee Jeruſalem compaſſed with 
armies---the abomination of deſolation ſpoken of 
by Daniel the prophet, Mat. xxiv. 15. then 
know that the deſolation thereof is nigh. Luke 
xxi. 20. Here the end of Jeruſalem and the 
end of the weeks are plainly cotemporary. 
Our Saviour places the deſtruction of the holy 
city, where Daniel places the abomination of 
deſolation, in the /aft 'week, The jfir/t week 
therefore muſt commence from the ſecond or 
third year of Darius Nothus, 490 years be- 
fore. This, I ſay, well deſerves the ſerious 
conſideration ' of © believers, Nor can unbe- 
levers, without the greateſt abſurdity, object 
to our Saviour's authority in the preſent in- 
ſtance; his comment being at once a proof of 
Daniel's inſpiration and of his own Meſſiah- 
thip, For thus ſtands the caſe. Daniel fore- 
told certain things to be accompliſhed, within 
a given period, by the Mæſiab. Teſas fore- 
tells the ſame things and applies them to him. 
ſelf. The event anſwered to the prediction. 
Conſequently, Daniel was a true ' prophet, 
and Jeſus is the Meſſiah foretold by Daniel. 

Here Mr. Collins ſteps in again, and tells 
ns, that © if the weeks are not to be reckoned 
& from the fourth of Fehoiakim, but from 
„ ſome other date, from the twentieth of 
« Artaxerxes (for example) 87 years after 
this propheſy, or from the ſecond of DA- 
* R1Uus NoTHUs, that is 110 years after it, 
* Daniel himſelf #yew not the begining nor 

* end 
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« en of the ww:e&s, nor underſtood his own 
opheſy; and though the angel bid him 
9 by e under and, yet he knew and un- 
derſtood nothing. ew to make the angel 
«« ſpeak thus to him: From the time of the 
putting forth of the edit, by I know not 
* What king, in I know not what year, 
< ſhall be reckoned feventy weeks before a 
* new deſtruction of the city; which de- 
cc Aruction rs Wo: Apen 1 do nor know when. if 
168, 
* Writers of this Wade ante Pn 
more truth than they are aware of; and then 
it is always againſt themſelves. Daniel might- 
know enough of the propheſy without know- 
ing ꝛahen the weeks were to begin or end. He 
had been-praying for the reſtoration of the 
holy city, which was then in ruins. Jeru- 
falem, he is told, ſhall ſome time or other be 
rebuilt, and continue 490 years, Did he 
therefore know nothing, becauſe he knew 
not the whole! of the propheſy? Could he 
not underſtand what was revealed, becauſe 
he was ignorant of what was not revealed? 


I readily agree with Mr. Collins, and with 


Father Harduin, (for nothing that Collins 
fays is his oun) that the angel's addreſs to 
Daniel was to this purpoſe. From the 
time of putting forth an edict, by IJ know 
« not what king, in 1 know not What year, 
* ſhall be reckoned /eventy qweeks before a 
new deſtruction of Jeruſalem; which de- 


bx fru is 10 8 J know not when.” 
For 
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For if the viſion had been writen fo plainly 
on the tables, that Daniel or the angel might 
have ſeen the very day of | the deſtruction fore- 
told in it, the Jews might have done ſo too. 
But then the clearneſs of the propheſy muſt 
have defeated its accompliſhment.” The 
would not have engaged in that fatal war with 
the Romans---a war which they might eaſily 
have prevented - had they known it to be the 
laſt ſtruggle for liberty — for Jeruſalem, The 
variety of commandments therefore, from 
God himſelf, and from the kings of Perſia, 
ſerved to perplex and puzzle the J ews in their 
reckoning; and their ignorance of the ending 
of the weeks plunged them in that deſtruction 
which they muſt otherwiſe have avoided, Of 
that day and hour knoweth no man, no not the 
ANGELS which are in heaven, neither \the ſon, 
but the father. Mark xiii, 32. Our Saviour 
is here ſpeaking of the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem, and he affirms that the exact time of it 
was then unknown to every creature. Even 
he himſelf, in his prophetical character, as the 
jon of man, knew only in general that it 
would happen in 7hat generation; the day and 
the hour he knew not. Indeed the day and 
the hour were wiſely reſerved in the power of 
Oo, that it might not be in the power of 
man to diſappoint his purpoſes. 
The Sum of what has been ſaid is this 
The propheſy declares expreſsly, that from 
the going forth ot a commandment to rebuild 
| „ to its * deſtruction ſhall be 
SEVENTY 
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SEVENTY WEEKS, or 490 years. A com- 
mandment went forth for building Jeruſalem 
in the ſecond year and in the third year of the 
reign of DAR Tus. According to the Scrip- 
ture- account of the Perſian kings this Darius 
wag the ſecond of that name. The ſecond 
Darius in the canon of Ptolemy is Nor Hus. 
From the ſecond or third year of Darius 
Norkus to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem in 
the ſecond of VEsPASsIAN were SEVENTY 
WEEKS or 490 years, If theſe principles are 
allowed, and they cannot reaſonably be diſ- 
| puted, the conſequence is inevitable That, 
as the weeks END in the ſecond year of 
1 VESPASIAN, they muſt neceſſarily BEGIN in 
the ſecond or in the third of . Darius oo 
NorTrve. 
; Having thus ſettled the commencement of 
| the weeks, we may now proceed to explain 
k and to apply the remaining n of the 
propheſy. | 
4 Fre rom the going forth of a command- 
* ment ſin the ſecond or third year of Da- 
e rius Nothus] to rebuild Jeruſalem unto the 
« anointed prince ſhall be ſeven weeks and 
«© fxty-two weeks. Our bleſſed Saviour was 
a prophet, a prieſt, and a king; and therefore 
he was in each of theſe reſpects the anointed. 
Bat the angel points at him in his regal charac- 
ter. Un/o Meſhab the PRINCE. This is the cha- 
racter, by which he ſtands eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed in the writings of the Jews. | King 


A4 Ml is the conſtant deſcription of Him * 
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who was to redeem Iſrael. Now it is ob- 
ſervable, that, though the promiſes of this 
king are ſo frequent in the Scriptures of the 
Old Teſtament, he is no where expreſsly 
ſtyled Meſiab or the anointed but in the pro- 
pheſy before us. This is a demonſtrative 

proof of the undoubted Few:/h application of 
this propheſy to the Męſiab. And thus we 
diſcover the true reaſon why this title in par- 
ticular was ſo generally given by the Jews, in 


e the age of Jeſus, to their. expected deliverer. 


For what could be more natural, at the yery 
time marked out (as they ſuppoſed) by Daniel 
for expecting his appearance, than to call him 
by the very ſame name and title attributed to 
him by Daniel? The time here fixed for 
his coming (in his regal capacity) is the ſeven- 
tieth or laſt week; for the term of fxty-nine 
weeks was to be run out before he came. 
UnTo Meſſiab the prince ſhall be ſeven weeks 
and fixty-two weeks, And he came accord- 
ingly, as we ſhall ſee hereafter, © 
And in the/z7//e (period) of thoſe times 

e it [Jeruſalem] hall be rebuilt, and the ſtreet, 
< and the foſſe. Our publick tranſlation ſays, 
in troublous times; and ſo they were, for the 
builders with one hand wrought in the work, 
and with the other held a weapon, Neh. iv. 17. 
But there was no occaſion for an angel to 
foretel what every Jew might have foreſeen 
without a propheſy. Nor would he have 
faid (if this had-been his meaning) Be-TSUK 
Ha-GNiTHIM, in trouble of the times, but 
OT (agreeably 
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(agreeably to the Hebrew idiom, the ſecond 
ſubſtantive ſerving for the adjective) Be- 
GNiTHI TSUK, i the time of trouble, 
Beſides, according. to this 1 3 the 
angel's s diviſion of the time i 8 perfectly unac- 
countable. If ſomething was not to be done 
within the ſever weeks, as well as in the Axry- 
tua, why did he not plainly call them fixty- 
nine? Whereas, according to the other in- 
terpretation, the reaſon of the diviſion is na- 
tural and obvious. Having mentioned ro 
periods, one of eu, weeks and another of 
fixty-two, he immediately tells the prophet 
1 what was to be done in each of them. From 
5 the going forth of a commandment to rebuild 
4 Jon unto Meſſiah the prince ſhall be 


L; ſeven weeks and fixty-two weeks, and in the 
1 little (period) of thoſe times it ſhall be rebuilt, 
1 Some and the fofſe; that is, Jeruſalem 
4 ſhall be built again thin and without; "there 


} ſhall be houſes tor the inhabitants to dwell in, 
| and a wall to defend the city, For by CHa- 
4 RUTS, which ſignifies a furrom, 1 under- 
1 ſtand, with Mede, ohes circuit bounding 
« out the limits of the ci ty, whereon the wall 
« was builded, and antiently uſed to be marked 
i «© out with. a "ploug hearing a furrow round 
11 « (about.  'By ReCHUB, Which implies a 
» place, I underſtand the area or plot 
e of ground within, whereon the-bou/es were 
te to be builded.” oo. And how exactly 
5 do the proph pheſy and * e hiſtory correſpond to 
{ each other! Nehemiah, we are told, during 
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his firſt adminiſtration, which laſted from the 
twentieth to the thirty: ſecond year of Arta- 
xerxes Mnemon, not only builded the wall 
and ſet up the gates of Jeruſalem, but finds 
ing the city was large, and the people were 
few, and the houſes not burlded, Ch. vii. 14. 
he made the Jews caſt lots 70 bring one of ten 
out of the other cities fo dwell in Feruſalem 
the holy city; Ch. xi. 1. Which neceſſarily 
implies, that houſes were alſo to be built for 
their reception, Now from the ſecond or 
third year of Darius Nothus, in which the 
commandment went forth to rebuild Feruſas 
lem, to the thirty ſecond year of Artaxerxes' 
Mnemon, before which it was completely v 
built, within and zeit hour, were your weeks 
of 49 years. | 

4 25 in the latter days of 77%. ſixty and 
« #200--weeks (the greater period) hall the 
e Auointed be cut git. -The angel does not 
ſay ſimply fixty and tao weeks, but theſe ſixty 
and two weeks ; and therefore the ſeven pre- 
ceding weeks muſt be reckoned with them. 
So it is in the Grech verſion of the Seventy or 
Theodoti 108, Ker pore TAE ec oꝗd a5 FAS E, u 
I've. Aquila and Symmachus render the words, 
by way of explanation, after ſever weeks and 
ſixty-twwa weeks, The term after ſignifies here, 
as in other places, during'tbe continuance of that 
period, or ſome time before the concluſion of it. 
Thus, after three days I will riſe again; Mat. 
xxvii, 63. that is, on che third day. So, after 


thoſe ſixty- two weeks, that is, before: the 
expiration 
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expiration, towards the concluſion, or rather, as 
the original word elſewhere ſignifies, “ in 'the 
latter days, of thoſe ſixty-two weeks. This is 
another demonſtrative proof of the undoubted 
Jewiſh application of this propheſy to the 


_ Chriſt, The /aft days, ſay the Jews, + are 


the days of king Meſſiah, ' And accordingly, 
about the time of Jeſus there was a national 
expectation of his coming. Now what pro- 
pheſy, except this before us, could afford fi 2 : 
ficient ground for ſo general an ebe ? 


Jaiab indeed, Joel, and others have | 
of the latter do WS. "But who is he among the 


prophets, that hs directly, or even indirectly, 


fixed the commencement of that deciſive 


riod? Danieli alone has determined the time. 


By him we are aſſured, that within the 


compaſs of ſeven weeks, fixty-two weeks, and 
one week, or 490 years, from the going forth 


of a meat to rebuild Feruſalem, it 


ſhall be again deſtroyed, and that in the 
latter days of the fixty-two weeks the Meſſiah 
ſhall be cut of. The 14ſt days therefore are 
the concluſion of the Jewiſh age; they are the 
days of the Me/iab, becauſe he was to appear 
in them; and the time intended by the ex- 
preſſion, which in other prophets is general 
and indeterminate, is here particularly deter- 
mined: for the city of Jeruſalem and the ſe- 
ventieth week are to expire together. In theſe 
ht 

1 Compare * ii. 45 with ver. 28. and Joel ii. 28 with 


As ii. 17. 
+ Targ. Hier. on Cm. iii. 15. 
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{af} days, fays the angel, the Mæſiab ſhall be 


cut off, Agrecably to which we find, that 


Chriſt was manifeſted in the the /aft times, the 


concluſion of the (Jewiſh) age, to put away fin 


by the ſacrifice of himſelf, 1 Pet. 1, 20, 
Heb. ix. 26. And hiſtory informs us, that, 


within forty years after the death of Chriſt, 


both the city and the temple of Jeruſalem 
were totally deſtroyed, But of this hereafter, 
In the mean time we are to obſerve, that the 
Mieſſiah was to be condemned and put to 
death in a judicial manner, for ſo * the Hebrew 
word implies. Now what but the ſpirit of pro- 
pheſy could foretell, that the Jews themſelves 
would thus endeavour to quench the light, and 


to cut off the hope of Iſrael? Even Pilate 


aſked with ſome amazement, though, no doubt, 

ſarcaſtically, Shall I crucify voux RING? And 

yet they all cried out, Let him be crucified, 
It follows in the propheſy, V-EINLU---- 


which ſhort expreſſion has had almoſt as 


many different interpretations as interpreters. 


Our own: tranſlators ſay, in the text, ut not 
for himſelf, which is good ſenſe, and agree- 
able to truth, for neither Pilate nor Herod 


could find any fault in him, But it does not 
ſeem probable, that this circumſtance, how 
important ſoever in itſelf, ſhould find place a 
| ſecond time in fo conciſe a narrative, The 
Meſſiah to be cut off was ſtyled in the former 


part of the propheſy moſt holy, And could 
the moſt holy be cut off for himſelf ? Or could 
oY | C2 | 


any 


® Lev. xvii. 14. 


22 


. — — —— Ä R ASI 


? 
10 
{ 
1 
15 
4 
q 
if 
3 
Fl 
rg 


26 A Diss ERTATION 

any reader, of the meaneſt capacity, ſuſpect 
ſuch a thing ? ? In the margin it ſtands thus; 
and [the Jews] they ſhall be no more his people, 
But St. Paul ſays, they ſhall be his people. 
Rom. xi. It will be needleſs, I preſume, to 
mention the other ſenſes, which different 
_ Writers have, for their different purpoſes, given 
to the paſſage. I ſhall only beg leave to offer, 
in my turn, a new interpretation, The Meſ- 
fab, or anointed king, ſhall be cut if. but 
NoT [by] His owN---people or nation. The 
Jeus were in this ſenſe his own, He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not. 
Jobn i. 2. And as to the ellipfs of the pre- 
poſition, nothing is more uſual in Scripture, 
as may be ſeen in Noldius's uſeful concordance 
of the Hebrew particles. Our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, who conſtantly had his eye upon the 
prophetic weeks, foretels this very circumſtance 
attending his death, Behold! ſays he to the 
twelve, we go up to Jeruſalem, and all things 
that are ritten by the prophets concerning the 
Sen of man ſhall be accompliſhed. For be 
ſhall be delivered to the GENTILES==== AND 
THEY SHALL PUT HIM TO DEATH, 
Luke xviii. 31---3. The event correſponded 
with the predictions. For though the Fes 
condemned, yet they could not execute Jeſus. 
It was not lawful for them (on the eve of 
the Paſchal ſolemnity) 10 put any man to 
death, * Fobn xvi. 31. They therefore 


carry 

The late Biſhop of London had aſſerted, that the Jeau⸗ 
4 in the time of Chriſt were fret, for my lived by mw oaun 
66 aWws, 
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carry him before Pilate, the Roman governor, 
who, after ſome ſtruggles, condemned him to 
be crucified, And, what was no leſs provi- 
dential than aſtoniſhing, the title of bis ac- 
cuſation was | 1 Io | 

THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
ö It 


& laws, and executed judgment among themſelves.” * Had he 
* added (ſays the Biſhop of Glocefter, with a ſneer)—but, at 
« the precarious nod of an arbitrary tyrant, it would doubtleſs 
have given great force to his obſervation. For, about this 
„time, Coponius, a Roman knight, was named procurator of 
« Judea. The precarious privilege of puniſhing capitally was 
«© taken from them, They had a pagan governor ; and juſtice 
„ was adminiſtered zot by their own forms of law, but by the 
«© Roman. An admirable character of civil freedom.” D. L. 
Vol. II. Part 2d. p. 104. 1 
As his Lordſhip is unable to anſwer for himſelf, and as his 
defenſe falls ſo naturally inj my way, I will endeavour to 
| ſupport his Lordſhip's opinion, that when Pilate ſays to the 
Jews, Take ye him and judge him according to your law, he 
ſhews, that the Fews lived under their own | Fg and bad the 
2 of judicial authority among themſelves. Uſe and intent, 
c. p. 297. EE | | 
It 42,3 from Pilate's whole conduct, that he wanted to 
ſhift off this affair from himſelf, and to put it into other 
hands. With this view, he propoſes to the Jews to withdraw 
their proſecution from the Roman tribunal, and to proceed 
againſt Jeſus according to their own law. They reply, it is 
nor lawful for us to put any man to death. Where the term 
unlawful neceſſarily relates, in natural conſtration, to the 
Jeauiſb law. As if they had ſaid, Ve cannot at this time, 
conſiſtently with the religion of our /aw, put any man to 
death. For who will venture to ſay, that it was unlaseful for 
the Jews, in any other ſenſe, to put Jeſus to death, when 
their arbitrary tyrant himſelf had already nodded his permiſ- 
ſion. The truth of our interpretation is confirmed by the 
Evangeliſt's remark ; that the ſaying of Jeſus might be fulfilled 
which he ſpake, ſignifying avhat death he ſhould die. The 
ſaying here refered to is, John xii. 32, 3. When I am 5/ied 
up from the earth, I will draw all men to me. This he ſaid, 
ſignifying what death he ſhould die. The Fea; puniſh- 
ment was /{oning 3 crucifixion was the Roman. If you allow 
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It might naturally be expected, that ſuch 
a black and horrid crime would be followed 
with a ſuitable puniſhment, Gabriel there- 
fore breaks the thread of his prophetic narra- 
tive, and thus proceeds. = 
& And the people of the prince that ſhall 
&. come ſhall overthrow the city and the ſanc- 
* tuary, and the end thereof ſhall be with a 
c flood; and at the end of the war deſolations 
« are determined. The Romans are here called 
the people of the Meſſiah, the prince that ſhall 
come, not on account of their future conver- 
ſion (for how can they be his people, who 
are not his people ?) but becauſe they were 
employed in his ſervice againſt the Jews, 
Thus the Afr:ia is called the rod of God's an- 
ger 


that the Jeu had, at this time, the po r of puniſhing capi- 
rally by ſloning, but were providentially prevented by the ap- 
proaching Paſſover from exerciſing their power in the preſent 
inſtance, you ſee at once the divinity of our Lord's pro- 
pheſy, and the juſtneſs of the Evangeliſt's remark. But 
ſappoſe, on the contrary, that they had zo ſuch power, and 
that our Saviour muſt neceſſarily ſuffer theRoman puniſhment, 
if he ſuffered any; then. both the propheſy of Jeſus, and the 
remark of his Evangeliſt, (I hope I ſhall not ſpeak irreve- 
rently) were equally impertinent. 

That, in fact, the Jews had the power of putting to death, 
in matters merely Jeww:/h, and relative to their own law, is 
ſufficiently evident from the caſe of Paul, whom Ly/as 
reſcued when the Jews werk about to /, him, that is, 
legally, as they themſelves declare. We took him, ſay they, 
and would have judged him, (put him to death} according to our 
law ; but Lyfas came upon us, and with great violence (by 
an #xvaſion of our rights) took bim away out of our hands. 


This I did, fays Lyfias, having underſtood that he was a 


Roman; neceſſarily implying, that he would z0r have done 
it, had Paul beena Jew only. Acts xx. 31. -xxiii. 27: 
Ki. Oz Jo ,* * 2 | Hb, Hs | 
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ger, and the fa, in their hand his indignation. 
Ja. x. 5. In like manner Nebuchadnezzar 
is ſtyled his ſervant, Jer. xxv. 9. And with 
no leſs elegance than propriety the /ocuft, 

 canker-worm, caterpillar, and palmer-worm, 
are ſaid to be his great army, Joel ii. 25. 
And our Saviour himſelf, alluding to this . 
very deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Romans, 
declares that the ing, that is, God, ſent forth 
his armies, Matt, xxii. 7. The true meaning 
therefore of the paſſage is plainly this. The 
| Romans ſhall come pouring in like ſome 
mighty inundation, ſweep away the inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem, totally deſtroy both the 
city and the temple, and make the land itſelf 


an utter deſolation. This is the PROPHESV“. 


And are not Jeruſalem and her children, 
at this very day, wretched monuments of its 

COMPLETION? 59 6. 
This train of calamities, however, was not 
to come upon the devoted nation immediately, 
It makes the proper and diſtinguiſhing ſubject 
of the laſt week ; and the angel foretells a 
ſtriking circumſtance that was to be, as it were, 
the forerunner of it. And heſthe prince that 
e ſhall come] Hall cauſe a covenant to prevail 
© with many. The term many frequently ſig - 
nifies all. Daniel himſelf uſes it in this ſenſe. 
Many of them that ſleep in the duſt of the earth 
| ſhall awake, that is, al,, as our Saviour explains 
it. All that are in the graves ſhall come forth, 
Dan. vii. 2. John v. 28, 9. The word has 
the ſame meaning here. He ſhall cauſe a 
| C3 * Covenant 
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* covenant (the new covenant, of which the 
© Meſſiah was to be the meſſenger ) to prevail 
* among all nations,” This goſpel of the 
kingdom muſt firſt be publiſted among all na- 
trons, and then ſhall the end come. Matt. xxiv. 
14. Mark xiii. 10. Here we have our 
Saviour's authority for this interpretation, 
And accordingly, in conſequence of Chriſt's 
commiſſion to go and to teach 40 nations, 
the apoſtles went forth and preached every- 
where, proclaiming the glad tidings of the 
Meſſiah's kingdom, the kingdom of heaven, 
in all parts of the world then known, Their 
ſound verily went into all the earth, and their 
words unto the ends of the world. So that 
even in St. Paul's time the goſpel was preached 
to every creature under heaven, Col. i. 23. 
Here, one would think; infidelity herſeif 
muſt bluſh, when ſhe ſees, and, if ſhe opens 
her eyes, ſhe cannot but fee this ſeemingly 
improbable event fo plainly foretold, and fo 
fully accompliſhed, Let the Jew or the Deiſt 
conſider the author and the preachers of this 
new religion, and fay, whether the fact was 
ſach as lay within the reach of human fore- 
Geht and human power, If he looks into 
the goſpel-hiſtory, he may there find the 
author of the faith betrayed by one of his dif- 
viples, denied by another, forſaken by all,--- 
by thoſe very perſons he had purpoſely choſen 
to ſpread his religion in the world---and at laſt 
nailed to a croſs. Were not theſe now, both 
the maſter and the ſervants, bleſſed inſtru- 
| | ments 


* 
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ments to work with! And yet through their 
means (ſo admirable are the ways of provi- 
dence !) this goſpel of the Kingdom grew 
mightily and prevailed. Behold then! ye 
deſpiſers, and wonder, and---be perſwaded. 


For if this thing was not of Ged, it will be 


impoſſible to ſay what 16. If you can ſtill 
reſiſt the evidence of fo ſtrong a proof, well 
may you diſbelieve though one roſe from the 
'/ rl ET 


Then, ſays our Saviour, (when the goſpel 


has been publiſhed among all nations) ſhalt 
the end [of Jeruſalem] come, For then, 
as the angel goes on, ſpeaking of the 
one * wert, © in HALF of that week be 
« ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to 
* ceaſe; and with a wing [an army] of abo- 
e minations he ſhall cauſe deſolation, even till 


* Ort week. —S0 it ſtands by itſelf as a warning to the 


reger to take 8 of it; ray our Saviour's ſolemn admo- 

ion to his diſciples, He that readeth [Daniel's propheſy of 
. peel] let 2 underſtand. Mark 2 : 1 | Fl 
Mr. Mas sRHALL, the editor of Biſhop LLovyp's hypotheſis, 
Falls this on- week a wveek BY ITSELF : an ODD SINGLE 
e eveck, as the word, he ſays, ſometimes ſignifies. Toſb. xxii. 
4% 20, 2 Sam. viii. 23. 2 Chron. xvili. 7,” [See his Tables. 
If the learned Chronologer produced theſe paſſages only ta 


prove, that number one is an odd---/ingle---number, that is, 


that namber one is number ene, they are much to the purpoſe, 
for there, and indeed every-where, the word has that ſigniſi- 
cation. But if he had any farther meaning, and intended to 


employ the evidence of theſe texts to prove, what the neceſ- 


ſities of his bypotheſis required, that the ove week, though 
following in regular order /evez weeks and fxty-iwo, is not 
immediately to be added to make up /eventy /acceſſive weeks, 


but that /our foreign weeks may be thruſt in between, 12 
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* the conſummation, and that determined ſhall 
* pe poured on the deſolator.” \ 


What 


his Scriptare-quotations are nothing to the purpoſe. It would 
really be abuſing the reader's patience, and inſulting his un- 
derftanding, to examine each of them. We will therefore 
conſider the firſt only. Did not Achan commit a treſpaſs 
in the accurſed thing, and wrath fell on all the congrega- 
* lion ; and that man periſhed not ALONE in his iniquity.” 
Had the text ſaid, that Achan periſhed alone notwithſtanding 
many others periſhed avith him, it would have been pertinent. 
As it is, I ſee not for what end it was produced. In ſhort, 

the angel firſt of all gives us the avhole Jum of sEVENTY weeks, 
which he afterwards divides into three parts, SEVEN aveeks * 
SIXTY-TWO weer, ONE week, This one week therefore 
muſt neceſſarily follow the /xty-two as cloſely as they fol- 
low the /even. Otherwiſe the aue will not be equal to the 
farts. For, diſpute as chronologically as you pleaſe, ſewen--- 
SExty-two---FOUR---and one will never anſwer to ſeventy. And, 
by the way, if believers once take the liberty to br-at the 
faceeſſion of the weeks, why may not unbelievers do the ſame, 
and infert at their pleaſure four, fonrteen, or four and twenty ? 
By which means this admirable propheſy will become a pli- 
able no/e of avax, to be twiſted and turned by the hand of every 
dealer in chronology, and to ſerve equally the purpoſes of 

Chrift and Behal. CO by 
Another inſuperable objection to the Biſhop's hypotheſis 
3s, that it places the azarh of the Miah in no part of the 
feventy weeks. AFTER ſeven weeks and fexty-two weeks ſhall 
the Me/fiah be cut of, that is, as Mr. Marfhall explains it, 
uickly after the expiration of them. [See his treatiſe on the 
70 weeks] Now they place the end of thoſe weeks, or 483 
years, in May in the vulgar year of Chrift 32, and the death of 
Fefas in April A. D. 33. The remaining week is, according 
to them, an odd, /ingle, /eparate, independent week appropriated 
to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, Thus, you ſee, the death 
of Feſus the Meſfah is fairly excluded the prophetic ſyſtem of 
enty eweeks. This miftake is the more extraordinary, as 
Mr. Marſhall had divided the /ezexty weeks into three ſeveral 
riods, 7 weeks,-—b2 weeks, -1 week; and told us, that 
of theſe three periods it is the „bc only that imme- _ 
diately belongs to the Meſſiah, as expreisly ſetting forth the 
time determined for his cutting off.” But with what propriety 
| can 
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What doubts ſoever might have ariſen con- 
cerning the commencement of the weeks, one 
would have thought there could not reaſona- 


bly have been any about the conc luſion of 


them. The end of Jeruſalem is their end 
alſo, This is ſo expreſsly affirmed, both by 
the angel and by Jeſus, that no one who. 
gives proper attention to either can diſpute it. 
In this laſt week the Meſſiah was to come. For 
from the going forth of a commandment to re- 
build Jeruſalem ux T Meſſiah the prince were 
to be SEVEN weeks and $SIXTY-TWO Weeks, or 
SIXTY-NINE in the whole. He was therefore 
to come in the EVEN TI ETH. Our Saviour's 
kingdom 
can the ſecond period be ſaid to 18 to the Me Naber cutting 
off, if he was not cut off till A TER the expiration of it? 
Upon the whole, the following ſeems to be the true ſtate 
of the propheſy. | Weeks. 
SEVENTY WEEKS are determined upon thy PEOPLE 70 
and HOLY CITY. | 
From the going forth of a commandment to rebuild 


Jeruſalem ux ro the coming of the Me fab to deftroy 3 
ſhall be SEVEN weeks "© | 


and $1XTY-TWO weeks, 62 
In sEVEN weeks Jeruſalem ſhall he rebuilt. 
In the latter days of the $1xT r-rWo evecks the 
| een "gs be cut off, 
and he fhall cauſe a covenant 7o 
prevail: among all nations. 

And in half of ox aweek he ſhall come in vengeance — _ 
againſt the Jews, cauſe the ſacrifice and oblation to 1 
ceaſe, and by means of the Roman armies overthrow the » 
city and the ſanctuary, and make the land deſolate. 


In this account of the propheſy there is neither difficulty nor 
fineſſe, Every thing is eaſy and natural. And whoever im- 
rege compares this propheſy of the Meſfiah with the 


hiſtory of Jeſus will, hope, join with me in the conclpfion, 


The Jesvs 1s THE Mes51an 


Cc Nee — —— r 
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kingdom began indeed at his reſurrection from 
the dead, and he took poſſeſſion of it at his 
aſcenſion into heaven. But then only was 
his regal power manifeſted, when he came, as 
he himſelt expreſſes it, in bis kingdom. This 
coming of the Meſſiah, with its neceſſary 
conſequence the deſtruction of the Jewiſh 
temple and city, is frequently foretold in the 
New teſtament. Yerily I ſay unto you, there 
be ſome landing here who ſhall not taſte of 
death till they fee the SON OF MAN COMING | 
IN HIS KINGDOM. Mat. xvi, 28, This 


generation ſhall not paſs till all theſe things (the 


| coming of the Son of man and the deſtruc- 


tion of Jeruſalem) be fuffilled. Mat. xxiv. 34. 
And again, when Peter was deſirous to know 
the fate of the favorite diſciple, after he had 
heared his own, Jeſus replied, F I will that 
be tarry till I come, what is that 10 thee? 
John xxi. 22. And the ſame Peter declares, 


We have not followed cunningly deviſed fables, 


hen we made known unto you the POWER AND 
COMING OF ou LORD JESUS CHRIST, but 


were eye-witneſſes of” his majeſty. 2 Pet. i, 16. 


And then, to gain ſtill greater credit to his 
aftertion, he appeals to @ more ſure word of 
pr obe h — this very propheſy recorded by Da- 
1 For though other prophets had indeed 
redicted the Mæſiab's coming, yet none but 
aniel had fixed the 7me of it. 

The defign of his coming was to cauſe the 
temple- ſervice, he ſacrifice and the oblatian 
* 76 ceaſe,” that is, finally ; 3 as the word ne- 
_ © ceſlarily 
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ceſſarily imports when there is nothing to re- 
ſtrain its meaning. This he did by cauſing 
the temple itſelf, the place of facrifice, to be 
deſtroyed, © And with a wing (an army) of 
« abominations be ſhall cauſe deſolation,” both 
in the city and the temple ; for the angel ſays 
expreſsly, © the people of the prince that ſhall 
& come ſhall DESTROY the city and the SANC- 
« TUARY.” And our Saviour ſays, Tour 
houſe is left unto you deſolate ; and there ſhall 
not be left one ſtone upon another that ſhall not be 
thrown down. Mat. xxiii. 38, xxiv. 2. This 
. deſtruction of the temple was wonderfully 
providential. The. Roman general, as might 
naturally be expected, labored to the utmoſt 
of his power to fave this ſtupendous edifice 
from the rage of war, as a grace to his con- 
queſt, and as an ornament to his empire. 
But in defiance to all his commands, intreaties, 
threatnings, and even blows, thoſe very ſol- 
diers, who had been accuſtomed to obey or- 
ders, now -actuated by a divine enthuſiaſtic 
impulſe (AAIMONIQ eogpun+-----ENOOTSION TON 
0 SearwTAy)--=paid no attention to their com- 
mander; but boldly encouraged each other in 
throwing fire- brands into various parts of the 
temple, till at length this pride of Feury, and 
of the world, was totally conſumed.. The 
_ deſtruction of the city ſoon followed that of 
the temple, and in both the Jews periſhed 
without number, [See Foſeph. J. W.] Well 
then might theſe armies be ſtyled the people 
of the Mess1an, the prince that ſhould come, 

| | | when 


46 A DIssER TAT 
when they ſo punctually fulfilled his word in 


deſtroying thoſe murderers and in burning 


A . 

The neceſſity of this ſevere diſpenſation is 
no leſs conſpicuous than the juſtice of it. 
Nothing gave more offenſe to the believer, or 
afforded matter of greater triumph to the un- 
believer, than the continuance of the Jewiſh 


temple and worſhip. Hence that irreligious 


inſult of the ſcoffers, Where is the PROMISE 
OF HIS COMING? 2 Pet. iii. 4. And hence 
thoſe warm exhortations of the apoſtles to 
their converts to hold faſt the profeſſion of the 


aith without wavering; and not to forſake the 


_ aſſembling of themſelves together, as the manner 


of ſome was, but to exhort one another [to ſted- 
faſtneſs in the faith] and ſo much the more as 
they ſaw THE DAY [the day of their Lord's 
advent] APPROACHING, Heb, x. 23,---5. 
Beſides, the temple and city of Jeruſalem 
were the viſible tokens of the Theocracy, or 
God's ſpecial government of the Jews and of 

udæa. It was therefore neceſſary to remove 
theſe out of the way, that, the middle wall 
of partition being broken down, the kingdom 
might be extended over all nations. This 


was truly, what our bleſſed Saviour himſelf 


calls it, THE SIGN OF THE so OF MAN 
IN HEAVEN, xxiv. 30. And thus was THE 
MOST ' HOLY Jeſus ſolemnly anoinTEeD; 
and there was given him dominion and glory and 
a kingdom that ALL people nations and lan- 


guages ſhould ſerve him, Dan. vii, 14. And, 
thus 
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thus alſo was fulfilled that antient prediction 
of the patriarch Jacob; The SCEPTER ſhall 
not depart from JuDan (* for the lawgrver 
[ſhall ariſe] from between his feet) UNTIL HE 
COME WHOSE IT is, BUT UNTO HIM ball 


the obedience of the PpROPL Es be. Gen. xlix. 


10. To which our Saviour ſeems to allude, 
when he ſays to the Jes, The kingdom of 
God ſhall be taken from you, and given to a 
nation bringing forth the fruits thereof, Mat. 
7. 

| Wie 


To underſtand the true deſign and meaning of this pro- 
pheſy it muſt be obſerved, that, beſides the tribal ſcepter Which 
Judah had in common with his brethren, he had alſo another 
of a larger extent, and of a more important nature. Dan fall 

Judge his people As ONE of the tribes or ſcepters of [/rael. ver. 16. 
But unto Jupan it is moreover ſaid, Thy father's children Gali 
bow down before thee. And then it follows, The scEPTER fal 
not depart from Ju p AH. Here are plainly rvo diſtin ſcepters. 
And therefore to ſhew which of the two was intended in the 


propheſy concerning Judab, it is immediately added, for of 


HIM (that is the meaning of the phraſe from between his feet 3 
ſhall come the laaugi ver. We meet with the very ſame thing 
elſewhere. Tudah prevailed above his brethren, and of him 
(not came, as it is in the public tranſlation, but all come) the 
chief ruler, 1 Chron. v. 2. Who this is we leara from the 


molt unexceptionable authority, that of the whole body of 


the chief priefts and ſcribes. For when Herod demanded of 
them, Where the Mæſſiab ſhould be born? they replied unani- 
mouſly, In Bethlehem of Judæa; for thus it is. written by the 
prophet (Micah) Thou, Bethlehem in the land of JuDan---out of 
thee ſhall come the GOvERNOR that all rule my people T/racl. 
Mat. ii. 4---6. Mic. v. 2. The kingdom was indeed the 
Meſſi ab's, as God expreſsly declares by Ezekiel. xxi. 27. J 
avill overturn it, (ſays he, ſpeaking of Zedekiah's kingdom) 
and it ſhall be no more, until HER come wHosE (right) IT 18, 


and I avill give it him. This leads us to the true ſenſe of ano- 


ther clauſe in Jacob's propheſy ; until Sbilob come. Sftron is 
not a proper name, but only a contraction of ASHeR LoH, 
be 4vheſe it is, The beſt verſions give it this turn. The 
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We muſt now go back again to the pro- 
pheſy. In half of that week---with a wing 


« of abominations he [the Meſſiah] ſhall cauſe 


* defolation,” Wings are no unuſual figure 


for armies. An army of abominations then is, 


in the Jewiſh ſtyle, an army of idolaters, as 
people of abominations is an idolatrous people. 
Ezra ix. 14. We are indebted to St. Luke 
for this interpretation. For inſtead of the 
abomi nation of deſolation flanding in the holy 
land, | Mat. xxiv. 15, 6. Mark xii, 14,] he 
fays, Jeruſalem encompaſſed with armits, Ch, 
XX1. 20, 1. And here we cannot but ob- 
ſerve the deſperate malice of Mr. Collins on 
this cccaſion. *©* What, ſays he, can be more 
* unaccountable than making Jeſus, who had 
te been DEAD 35 years, the GENERAL of Abe 
* Roman army that took Feruſalem, and de- 
de ffroyed the temple *” Scheme p. 189. The 
Chriſtian anſwer is, that the ſame Jeſus who 
died ROSE AGAIN on the third day. Nor was 
ever any one, I preſume, ſo extravagantly 
abſurd as to imagine, that Jeſus perſonally 
fought againſt the Jews, We find in Iſaiab 


this burden of Babylon, Lit ye up a banner 


upon 


Targum of Ontelos in particular ſays, until Meſſiah ſhall 
* come, to whom the kingdom belongs,” But unto him ſhall the 
obedience of the peoples or nations be. His government ſhall not 
be confined to the twelve tribes of Iſrael, but ſhall be ex- 
tended over all people nations and languages. So that this 
celebrated prediction is not, what it is commonly ſuppoſed to 
be, a promiſe of the continuance of the ciwi/ ſcepter among 


| the Jews till the Meſſiah came, but a declaration of the departs 


are of the ſpiritual ſcepter when he came. The kingdom of 


| God ſball be taken from them, and given to a nation bringing forth 


the fruits thereof, 
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pon the high mountain; I have commanded my 
ſanctiſied ones, I have alſo called my mighty ones 
for mine anger. The nuſe of a mullitude in 
the mountains, like as of a great people, a tu- 
multuous noiſe* of the kingdoms of nations ga- 
thered together : THE LORD oF HosSTS 
| MUSTERETH THE HOST OF THE BATTLE. 
| They coma from a far country, from the end of 
Heaven, even the LORD, and the weapons of 1s 

—Ttndignation, to deſtroy the whole land. THE 
DAY OF THE LoRD Is AT HAND; behold 
the day of the Lord cometh, Ito lay the land 
deſolate, Ch. xiii. 1-9. This image is not 

only proper, but elegant and noble. And if 
God himſelf may be thus deſcribed, muſtering 
the hoſt, and coming to lay the land of Babylon 
deſolate, why may not the Son of God te 

_ deſcribed in the ſame terms, as preſiding over 
the Roman Eagles, and coming to the deſola- 
tion of Jeruſalem ? The plain meaning there- 
fore of the prophely is this. The deſtruction 
of the holy city will be fignal a manifeſta- 
tion of the power of the Meſſiah, as if he 
was himſelf to come viſibly, at the head of 
the Romans, conquering and to conquer, 
The time too, in which this deſtruction was 
to be accompliſhed, is minutely deſcribed by 
the angel. In HALF of that WEEK be ſhall 
cauſe deſolation. And it appears by Joſephus's 
hiſtory of the Jewiſh war, that from VesP a. 
SIAN's marching into Judza fin the ſpring 
A. D. 67.]to the taking of Jeruſalem ¶ in autumn 

A. D. 70.] were juſt three years and a half. 
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Almoſt ſeventeen centuries has Jeruſalem 
now continued in her deſolations ; and muſt 
continue, as the angel proceeds, ce even till 
* the conſummation, and that determined ſhall 
te be poured upon the deſolator. That is, in the 
language of our Saviour, Jeruſalem fall be 
troden down of the Genti les until the times of . 
the Gentiles be fulfilled, Luke xxi. 24. And 
then, as St. Paul obſerves, when the fulneſi o 
the Genti es is com in, all Thrael ſhall be ſaved. 


ag xi. 25, 6. * 


I have now gone through the ſeveral parti- 
culars of this illuſtrious and moſt important 
prediction, conſtantly keeping in view both 
our Saviour's admirable illuſtration of it, and 
the events. We do not here read of one 
ſingle point only, but of a long train of events 
fo be accompliſhed within a certain period, 
The plain, clear, indiſputable parts of the 
pr ropheſy, ſo far as Chriſtianity i is concerned, 
are theſe. The Meſiab is to die for the ſins | 
of the world, to deſtroy the works of the 
devil, and to bring i in everlaſting juſtification. 
He is to be put to death. in a judicial man- 
ner by the Romans---at the inſtigation of 
the Jews; and he is afterwards to cauſe a new 
religion to be publiſhed among all nations, 
Theſe things are to be brought about under 
the ſecond temple, For it is farther faid, He 
ſhall come in vengeance againſt the Jews, 


make the Romans his inſtruments for the 


% deſtruction of their temple and city, and 
n 


— — 
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thereby aboliſh the cuſtoms which Moſes de- 
livered. And we affirm, that all theſe 

_ culars were fulfilled by Irsus, who is . 
fore, as we believe, THE MESSIiAH. 


It is not difficult, nor indeed uncommon, 
to find out likeneſſes here there are none, or 
at leaſt where none were intended. But will 


vou ſay, that the correſpondence in ſo man 
things, between the MESSIAH and Jesvs 1s 

fanciful, or the effect of mere chance? This, 

I preſume, cannot be juſtly faid, Here is 


then a propheſy, and here is the completion 


of every part of it, to which if we can make 
no reaſonable . obj ection, we ought to admit 
the goſpel of Jzsvs Cnklsr, and to endea- 
vour to know and to do his ſacred will, ac- 
counting this to be the beſt foundation of our 
preſent * * of our future e 


Ds -. „ 


(32) 


« rm 
: = > & 4 K-45 1 : ; * > — . , 1 — 
= 


02 — 
1 a. 3 


9 


POST-SCRIPT. 

| HOUGH 1 preſume it is ſufficiently 

proved in the foregoing Diſſertation, 
that the Kings, who granted decrees for re- 
bilding Jeruſalem, were not the fit Darius 
and Artaxerxes but the ſecond of thoſe names, 
yet perhaps it will not be improper to throw 
in ſome additional arguments to ſtrengthen 


the opinion. 
1. In the ſzcond yeat of Dax ius, Tatnai and 


ne wrote to the king, and defired that a 
| ſearch might be made in the treature-houſe 


at Babylon, whether any decree was granted 
by CYRus 70 build the houſe of God at Jeru- 


2 Ezra v. 17. Now from the firſt of 


Cyrus to the ſecond of Darius Hyſtaſpis were 
only ſixteen years. And is it probable that 


Tatnai and his companions would have ſent 


to Babylon in ſearch of a decree which they 


might have ſeen at home? At leaſt the me- 


mory of this decree muſt have remained, if 
the decree itſelf had been loſt. Every ching 
that had hitherto been done towards rebuild- 
ing the temple was done in conſequence ol it. 

The Jews gave meat and drink and oil unto 
them of Zidon and to them of Tyre to bring 
cedar-trees from Lebanon to the ſea of Joppa, 

according to the grant that they had of Cyrus, 
Ezra ill. 7. A decree then of fo public a 


naiure coald not potlibly have been forgotten 
within 
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within the narrow ſpace of fixteen years, 
And conſequently Tatnai's conduct in ſending 
to ſearch for this decree at Babylon is a certain 
proof, that it had been granted beyond the 
memory of man, This Darius therefore, 
in whoſe reign the inquiry was made, muſt 
have been Nothus. And the great diſtance of 
time between him and Cyrus muſt have made 
this inquiry expedient at leaſt if not neceſſary. 
2. In the decree, which Darius granted 


for building the temple, he likewiſe orders 


young bullocks rams and lambs to be given 


to the Jews for the burnt-offerings of the God 


of heaven, that they may pray for the life of 


| the Jing, and of an doe. Bara vi. (10, 
« Here it muſt be noted (as Biſhop Patrick 
* obſerves on the place) that Darius the ff 


e had no ſons, but Darius the ſecond had, viz, 
« Artaxerxes Mnemon and Cyrus the younger, 


« who were great men, and reigned in ſome 


© manner with him.” This decree therefore 


Vas not granted by Darius Hyſtaſpis who had 
no ſons, but by Darius Nothus who had. | 


Conſequently the Artaxerxes, who | 


granted the decrees to Ezra and Nehemiah, 


was not Longimanus but Mnemon. And this 
appears farther from his firſt decree, Why, 


ſays he, ſhould there be wrath againſt the realm 
of the king and HIS sos? Ezra vii, 23. 
«© The mention of the king and of bis ſons 
© ſhews' (as Biſhop Patrick obſerves from 
* the moſt learned Dr, Alix) that this does 
e not agree to Longimanus but exactly to 

TEN * Mnemon, 


; 


en 
* Mnemon, who had then Ochus, who was a 
« great man, and ſome —_—_ 


Since I wrote this Differtation, I have 


met with Mr. WarsToN's Supplement, &c. in 


which he has given an explication of the 
Weeks. The opinion of ſo celebrated a writer 
muſt not be neglected, © From the date of 
« XERxXEs's commandment to Nehemiah, 


% given about March, in the TWENTY- 
* FIFTH year of his reign, A. P. J. 42 53. 


< to the anointing the moſt holy Feſus of Na- 
< zareth in the begining of A. P. J. 4743. 
« A. D. 30. are exactly 70 weeks of years; 
wy: exactly 7623; weeks of years; exactly 


* 70 times 7 years=4.90 years, by the Aſtro- 


ee nomical canon. And according to this 
« propheſy, after thoſe 722: o weeks 
M bf years, and in the former part of that 


* -1{t week, April 3. A. D. 33. was Jeſus 


« moſt certainly cruciſied; who THEREFORE 
« was cut off at the very time the true Meſſah 
«' was ta be cut off according to this propheſy.” 
oo. ae e | 

As this piece is drawn up in the manner of 
the Mathematicians (for here are Lemmata, 
and Corollaries, and Algebraic characters, and 
the years too are adjuſted according to the 
Aftranemical canon) one may juſtly wonder, 
how the learned Profeflor could gain ſuch a 
concluſion, - The truth is, there is a faulty 
link in his chain of reaſoning, and it is this. 
« Arcarding to this prophely, after thoſe 

925 e ſeventy 


N 
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* ſeventy weeks, and in the former half of 
4e that ſeventy-FIRST week, Jeſus was moſt 
ic certainly crucified.” Nov, according to 
the propheſy, the Męſiab was to be cut off--- 
not AFTER, but WITHIN ſeventy weeks, If 
the angel does not declare this, he declares 
nothing. Conſider only what Mr, Whiſton 
himſelf ſays. - © SEVENTY WEEKS [of years 
« =490 years] are determined upon thy people, 
« and upon thy holy city [for ſeveral particular 
< purpoſes, v:2.]---to make reconciliation for 
te iniquity. p. 81. And he fays, in the ap- 
plication, © Tis Jeſus alone that was ſo deeply 
„ concerned with Daniel's people, the Fews, 
© to whom he preached ; and with his holy 
1 © city, where he preached, and where he 
« was crucified ; tis he alone---that made re- 
* conciliation for iniquity, by offering him- 
* ſelf as a ſacrifice for it upon the croſs.” 
p. 90. But if, according to the prophely, 
the Meſiab was to be cut off within the ſe- 
venty weeks, how can the propheſy be appli- 
cable to Jeſus who, according to Mr. Whiſton, 
was not cut off till after them? | 
It is very eaſy to /uſpef a corruption in the 
ropheſy, but it is not quite fo eaſy to prove 
it, © I muſt confeſs, ſays the learned writer, 
*« this reading of Daniel's weeks, wherein T 
* have put 7; for 7 weeks, and 623 for 62 
te weeks, is contrary to ALL our modern 
Hebrew and Greek copies.“ p. 83, What 
r 


A &x 


8 then can there be for admitting it? 
hy, it ſeems, “ very little dependence can 
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* be had upon the later Jewiſh copies in 
« points where the Jewiſh and Chriſtian reli- 
<© gions are ſo deeply concerned, in oppoſition 
& tocach other; and above all in this parti- 
* cular text, which foretold the cutting of 
„ the Meſjab, which they would never be- 
e lieve to be poſſible, eſpecially ſince they had 
* crucified Jeſus of Nazareth. And there- 
fore he diſagrees to their copies in the pre- 
« ſent caſe, and ſuppoſes the numbers to have 
originally ſtood as he has here ſet them down.” 
p- 83. The ſuſpicion is as groundleſs, as the 
reaſon of it is weak and abſurd, If the Jews 
had been wicked enough to have corrupted 
this text at all, they would, doubtleſs, have 
corrupted it in the principal clauſe, in the 
parting point between them and Chriſtians, 
The great ſtumbling-block to the Jews is 
Chriſt crucified. And yet this offenſe of the 
eroſs is ſtill left to ſtare every reader in the 


face, and only the year of the crucifixion is 
_ fraudulently removed out of fight. A very 


probable ſtory truly! If you can once per- 
{wade a Jew that the Miah was to be cut of, 
he will never diſpute with you about the time 
of it. | 

As this deſpicable whimſy---of the Jews 
baving WILFULLY CORRUPTED their Scrip- 
tures---has lately been revived, it cannot be 
thought unſeaſonable or unneceſſary to enter 
a proteſt againſt it. That many ERRoRs 
have crept in. UNAWAREs----through the 


Fareleſoaeſs, the ignorance, or perhaps the 
vanity 
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vanity of tranſcribers-is a point which 
few, if any, will deny. But that the Jews 
have been guilty of coRRUPTING theſe 
oracles of God DESIGNEDLY, is an aſſertion, 
which, as it cannot be proved, very few will 
believe. To charge them with ſuch an im- 
pious practiſe, where no end could be ſe- 
cured by the alteration, is ab/urd; when there 
: z no evidence for the charge, immoral. And 
indeed this conduct. proceeding from a zeal 
without knowledge---is no leſs imprudent, than 
weak and uncharitable. For if the Jews are 
ever converted at all, they muſt neceſſarily. be 
ſo through the medium of their own Scriptures. 
But with what face will you addreſs them, in 
hopes of their converſion, if you ſet out with 
telling them, that their.F ATHERs were a pack 
of KNAVES; and that the RECORDS of their 
faith are a bundle of FokGeRIEs! | | 


ON REVIEWING the text in Haggai, 1 
am inclined to think, with Scaliger and 
others, that it does not neceſſarily imply, that 
any Jews were then living, who had ſeen the 
firſt temple. It may be explained in this 
manner.---The Jews were at this time greatly 
ſcandaliſed at the mean appearance of their 
preſent building, in compariſon of what they 
bad read and heared of the former. To en- 
courage them therefore in the work, God 
ſent his prophet to them with this addreſs. 
Who is left among you that ſaw this houſe in its | 
Je glory? That is, _ is left among you z | 
£55160 | | | for | 
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for the Hebrew interrogative frequently ex- 


pre ſſes the ſtrongeſt negation, But how do 


You fee it now ? Though none of you ſaw 
this houſe in its firft glory, yet, compared 


with what you muſt have read and heared of 


it, how does it appear to you at preſent ? Is it 


not, in compariſen of it, as nothing in your eyes? 
Ter now be ftrong, 2 th the Lord, for I am 
oith you.---The defire of all nations ; ſhall come, 


and I will fill this houfe with glory, The f. wer 


is mine, and the gold is mine. The latter glory 
of this houſe ſhall be greater than the former; 
Jer in this place will Fit give peace. Ch. ii. 3-9. 


If this interpretation of the text be admit 


ted, Zerubbabel and Joſbus were, probably, 


the oldeſt men concerned in the work; and 
ſuppoſing them to have been 7hirty years old 
when they came out of Babylon with the firſt 
decree, they would be one hundred and forty- 
feven when they executed the ſecond. 75 
bet ada, in the reign of Joafh, was an bun 


xxiv. 15. And Prideaux, I perceive, would 
have had no objection to the age of Joſhua or 
Zerubbabel, if they had not lived together, 


though they had lived to a greater age than I 


have allowed them. I deny not, ſays he, 
* it's poſſible one in à century may 'be found, 
ho may have reached 157. But that 70 


* together, and colleagues in the ſame work 


* and buſineſs, ſhould live fo long, 7s not 
* likely.” p. 273. Apply theſe goodly obſer- 
vations to a — caſe, and fee the conſe- 

quence. 


ed 
and thi rty years old when he died. 2 Chron, 


] 
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quence. * That Daniel might have eſcaped 
unhurt from the den of lions, is poſſible; 


for extraordinary things may happen once 


in @ century. But that three together, and 
colleagues in the ſame buſineſs, ſhould have 
\ eſcaped unhurt out of ya burning firey fur- 
nace, is not likely. Will you have the truth? 
Our Divines are pleaſed to allow, what in- 


repreſented. in Scripture as living under an æx- 
traordinary diſpenſation of Providence. Arid 


yet their reaſoning on particular caſes plainly. 


ſuppoſes, that there was-nothing Fxtraordizary 
in it all, | 5 
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| deed no Deiſt can deny, that the Jews are 8 
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